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1997 – Plans required (again)
Certified by TWDB
RWP consistency

2001 – Use TWDB GAM data
2005 – Approved by TWDB
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RWPGs to use plans
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GCDs Then:

1996 – 40 GCDS



GCDs Now:

Now – 98 GCDs



More GCDs means:

More reviews!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/summertomato/3540718475
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Quick stats:

10 – more than 90 days late
5 – less than 90 days late
8 – met the deadline (35%)
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Management plans should be:

Highest importance
Basis of everything
Thoughtfully planned
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Notice of plan due
Data provided by TWDB
Pre-reviews

Recommendations
Required/optional

Relax, everything can be smooth
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Timeline (minimum)
Nine months out

• Notification of plan due from 
TCEQ 

Six to nine months out 
• notification of plan due and 

data packet sent from TWDB
Six to three months out 

• Send in a well-written, 
proofread, formatted, following 
the checklist and guidelines 
draft plan for pre-review.
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Timeline (minimum)
Three months out

• Adopt plan at public hearing
Two months

• Submit final adopted plan
TWDB sends approval letter within 
60 days

• Cool certificate included!

23



Follow TWDB guidelines
& TWDB Checklist

Use most recent data
Proofread your plan

Recipe for a successful plan:
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Historical water use
Surface water supply
Demands, needs, strategies

TWDB supplied data



TWDB supplied data

Water 
budget



TWDB supplied data

Modeled 
Available 
Groundwater



TWDB supplied data

Attach all three as 
appendices



Use the checklist
Follow the checklist
Make use of the checklist

Management plan checklist
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Use the checklist
Follow the checklist
Make use of the checklist

Management plan checklist



Provided by TWDB
Use right MAG

Modeled available groundwater

1



Provided by TWDB
Water use survey

Estimate of groundwater being used

2



Provided by TWDB
Use latest one

Groundwater availability modeling information

4

5
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Provided by TWDB
Most recent SWP

Projected surface water supply

6



Provided by TWDB
Most recent SWP

Projected water demand

7



Consideration!
Discuss needs in district
Discuss strategies

(groundwater strategies)

Water supply needs and water management strategies

Yep, we 
considered ‘em.
– Anonymous
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Give details 

Details of how you will manage groundwater supplies

10



Provide a link to rules
or provide copy of rules

Actions, procedures, performance, and avoidance

11
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.montessorialbum.com/montessori/index.php/Nuts_and_Bolts
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Posted agendas
Minutes
Copy of notice

Plan adoption after notice and hearing

12
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.montessorialbum.com/montessori/index.php/Nuts_and_Bolts
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Political subdivisions
Store, take, divert, or supply
Directly or by contract

Coordination with Surface Water Management Entities
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Time based
Quantifiable
Can be not applicable

Goals: Management Objectives and performance standards

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://foto.wuestenigel.com/remember-your-goals/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Goals:

Management objectives
Performance standards
Time-based and quantifiable



“the district will measure the 
water levels in ten wells 
twice per year and submit  
A report of the water levels 
to the Board of Directors 
every September.”

Goal example:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gillesgonthier/7721219706/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Goals:

Efficient use of groundwater



Goals:

Controlling and preventing 
waste of groundwater

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/peter-trimming/8217973800/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Goals:

Controlling and 
preventing subsidence



Goals:

Addressing conjunctive surface 
water management issues



Goals:

Addressing drought conditions



Goals:

Addressing
a)  conservation,
b) recharge enhancement,
c) rainwater harvesting,
d) precipitation enhancement, and
e) brush control

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/96586445@N00/60029270
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Goals:

Addressing the desired future 
conditions established 
under TWC §36.108.31



A few bolts to consider:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Updating plan 
MAG – 2 years

Late letter from TCEQ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jjverhoef/3567635422
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


A few bolts to consider:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Adopting a final without pre-review
Not posting properly
Rejection by TWDB 

- but gives additional time 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jjverhoef/3567635422
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


When you make it through  (and you will):



Questions?

Stephen Allen
Management Plan Coordinator
512-463-7317 
stephen.allen@twdb.texas.gov

Robert G. Bradley
Groundwater Management Area Liaison
512-936-0870
robert.bradley@twdb.texas.gov

59
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