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• groundwater sustainability is the “development and use of ground water 
in a manner that can be maintained for an indefinite time without 
causing unacceptable environmental, economic, or social consequences.” 
(Alley and others 1999) (policy informed by science)

• sustainable yield is the amount that can be produced to achieve 
groundwater sustainability (science defined by policy)

• sustainable production is any production that can be done indefinitely
• sustainable yield is a special case
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