
Judicial Review
Any persons, firms, corporations or associations 
dissatisfied with any rule or order are entitled to file 
a suit against a district or its directors.

Legislative Audit Review
Districts are subject to state auditor review. The 
state auditor determines whether a district is 
achieving management plan goals, and whether a 
district is operational. If found non operational, 
TCEQ must take action.  

Consider improvements to 
legislative audit review process

Consider difference between statutory 
compliance and performance metrics

Performance Review and Dissolution
TCEQ or any affected person may file a 
petition for performance review. A petition 
may result in a TCEQ inquiry. Following an 
inquiry, TCEQ may take action.

Management Plan
Districts shall develop a management plan 
that addresses 8 management goals. Plans 
must be approved by TWDB.

Current GCD Accountability Metrics
A summary of current accountability mechanisms is provided to improve 
the dialogue on Groundwater Conservation District (GCD) performance.  
Current evaluation methods ensure statutory compliance and 
accountability on three levels: local, legislative & judiciary, and state 
agencies.

------------------ Local ------------------------------------------ Legislature & Judiciary ---------------------------- State Agencies -----------------

Local Constituents
Board of Directors

Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
State Auditor Office (SAO)

Texas Legislature
Judicial Review 
Emerging Case Law

Opportunities 
Consider importance of board 

& stakeholder education

TWC 
36.1071 

TWC 
36.302 

TWC 
36.251 

TWC 
36.301 

TCEQ Action
TCEQ may consider issuing an order to 
take certain action, dissolving the board 
and calling for elections, dissolving the 
district, or make recommendations to 
the Legislature. 

Accountability Provisions in Texas Water Code (TWC)

Local 
Accountability

Records
TWC 

36.065

Open
 Meetings

Act
TWC 36.064

Board of 
Directors

TWC 36.051,
36.057

  A review of accountability mechanisms in effect  	
  

Annual 
Financial 

Audit
TWC 36.153

Review of 
GM

TWC 36.056

TWC 
36.303 

Local Accountability Mechanisms 

Public Input

Public 
Information Act 

Tax & Bond 
Elections

TWC 36.180,
36.201

Notices of 
Meetings & Hearings                   

e.g. TWC 36.064, 
36.101


